was then a vast and powerful nation and the Russia
of that day was merely Muscovy and by no means the
Russia of the igth century. It was not an unnatural
thing that the confusion in Moscow and the ascendency
of Poland should have led the Russian landowners to
seek peace and order through connection with the
mighty, orderly and non-autocratic Poland. Poland
then embraced the whole Ukraine, the territory over
to and even beyond the Dnieper including Kiev and
Poltava, and in the north, the vast province round
Minsk extending to Smolensk, and all that is today
Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia. There was no St.
Petersburg, until 1703. The capital of Muscovy was
Moscow.

In July 1610 Czar Basil was dethroned by the
boyars (great land-owners) and a group called the * men
of service ', small land-owners. This party offered 15
years old Wladyslaw, son of Zygmunt III, the crown,
one of the conditions of his call to the throne being a
recognition of the rights of the Diet and the landed
gentry. The efforts of Zygmunt to get the throne for
himself aroused the fears of the Orthodox Russians, a
reaction against the Catholic Poles was fomented and
organized, the Poles were expelled, and 17 year old
Michael Romanoff was elected Czar. Under the
Romanoffs began the expansion which later contribut-
ed to Poland's complete downfall and dismemberment
at the time of Catherine the Great. One thinks of the
different course events might have taken if young
Wladyslaw, tolerant, ' wisest of the Polish Vasas * had
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